1st-person Short Stories

From Mitochondrial Eve to Mandela—along the Homo
sapiens Corridor
Once upon a time........
about 220,000 years ago, a huge
asteroid slammed into the Earth a
little way north of Pretoria. It was
surely the end of the world! There
was utter devastation for hundreds
of miles in all directions.
A shining star! Mitochondial Eve,
as she has become lovingly known,
saw the world in brighter tones than
those around her.
And she begat others of her kind.
And they lived happily ever after
…..
or did they?
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“It’s because of a great discovery of
a love between the moon and the
sea that your greatest-grandma /Gita
told around this very fireplace many
life-times ago.”
“Since a very young age, /Gita loved
to gaze at the skies and especially
the moon. Like everyone, she knew
that the face of the moon was always
changing from black to half-moon
to white and then to half-moon and
black once again. It was only after
seeing many of these changing faces
and spending hours one night gazing
at the big white moon—followed by a
day when the sea was very low—that
/Gita made a great discovery.”
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8. BLOMBOS CAVE

75,000 years ago

The First Necklace

Stoneman rubs his head. “I’ve been
working on this for a while,” he
admits. “See, it is knotted fast. But it
can go over your head, round your
neck.”
“Round my neck? What for?”
“Good to look at,” he says. “Wear it
with the red paint.”
I think about this. Along with the red
paint, made of fat and powdered red
stone. He’s right, it will look good.
And no other woman has such a
thing.
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11. BOOMPLAAS

30,000 years ago

The Eland Story

“I am in big trouble. I hunted an
eland and when I came close to
inspect it, it became a person.
Please, you must help me now so
that I can bury it before the people
see what I have done.”
As with many other San stories, it
hints at the primeval time before
humans and animals separated.
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9. KLEIN SWARTBERG

2,000 years ago

Ostrich-men
& Watermeide

“The watermaidens that are under
the water in his world, live in mud
houses, have arms and a body like
ours, but when they come out of the
water they have fish tails where their
legs should be. They pull people
under the water to live with them.
They only want you to eat meat as
they are half fish.”
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10. GAMKEBERG

400 years ago

Tall Ships

“None of us had seen something
like it before. As it moved across the
water we retreated from the beach.
We were filled with amusement and
uncertainty as we looked out to sea
and saw this thing swiftly moving
across the water, not bothered by
the waves crashing against it. The
wind blowing from behind, shaping
it and giving it direction. It did not
have an animal or human shape and
did something no human or animal I
have encountered did. This all added
to the mystery of what we were
seeing.”
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4. TABLE MOUNTAIN

Mandela Walks
to Freedom

“Do not let me falter or fall.
For the sake of my people, let me be
a faithful servant
For the children of today, and the
children of tomorrow
Make me a worthy example of
obedience to service.
Give me words to quell both fear
and bloodthirst; find middle ground
between
White fears and black hopes.
For the children of today and the
children of tomorrow.”

11 Feb 1990

Nelson Mandela with his
great grandchild Zesilo
Hlongwane (2012)

“If we give our very best to all the
children of today, and if we pass
on our planet in the fullness of
her beauty and natural richness,
we will be serving the children of
the future.”—Nelson Mandela
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The English Academy of Southern Africa (EASA) in collaboration with
Unisa’s Institute for African Renaissance Studies (IARS)
takes pleasure in inviting you to:

AFRICA ALIVE
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LITTLE THEATRE
Telling the 4 billion year story of the mother continent
along 20 heritage corridors

& our 200,000 year story along the ‘ Homo sapiens
Corridor’ at 20 heritage nodes
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REACHING ALL SCHOOLS, KIDS & FAMILIES OF AFRICA
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