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THE TIGER 

A tiger is the largest of all cats. It relies primarily on sight and sound rather than smell. They typically hunt 

alone and stalk prey. A tiger can consume up to 88 pounds of meat at one time. On average, tigers give birth to 

two or three cubs every two years. If all the cubs in one litter die, a second litter may be produced within five 

months. 

Tigers generally gain independence at two years of age and attain sexual maturity at age three or four for 

females and at four or five years for males. Juvenile mortality is high however—about half of all cubs do not 

survive more than two years. Tigers have been known to reach the age of 26 years in the wild. Males of the 

largest subspecies, the Amur (Siberian) tiger, may weigh up to 660 pounds. For males of the smallest 

subspecies the Sumatran tiger upper range is at around 310 pounds. Within each subspecies, males are 

heavier than females. Tigers are mostly solitary, apart from associations between mother and offspring. 

Individual tigers have a large territory, and the size is determined mostly by the availability of prey. Although 

individuals do not patrol their territories, they visit them over a period of days or weeks and mark their domain 

with urine and faeces. Across their range, tigers face unrelenting pressures from poaching, retaliatory killings 

and habitat loss. They are forced to compete for space with dense and often growing human populations. 

WHAT IS THE PROBLEM? 

In order to live in the wild, tigers need water to drink, animals to hunt, and vegetation in which to hide. As the 

mountains, jungles, forests, and long grasses that have long been home to tigers disappear, so, too, do tigers. 

Agricultural expansion, timber cutting, new roads, human settlement, industrial expansion and hydroelectric 

dams push tigers into smaller and smaller areas of land. These forest fragments are surrounded by rapidly 

growing and relatively poor human populations, including increasing numbers of illegal hunters. Without 

wilderness, the wild tiger will not survive. 

Habitat Loss 

Tigers have lost 93% of their historical range. Their habitat has been destroyed, degraded and fragmented by 

human activities. The clearing of forests for agriculture and timber as well as the building of road networks and 

other development activities pose serious threats to tiger habitats. Fewer tigers can survive in small, scattered 

islands of habitat, which leads to a higher risk of inbreeding and makes tigers more vulnerable to poaching. 

 

Human Wildlife Conflict 

People and tigers increasingly compete for space. The conflict threatens the world’s remaining wild tigers and 

poses a major problem for communities living in or near forests with tigers. As forests shrink and prey gets 

scarce, tigers are forced to hunt domestic livestock, which many local communities depend on for their 

livelihood. In retaliation, tigers are killed or captured. “Conflict” tigers are known to end up for sale in black 

markets. Local community dependence on forests for fuelwood, food and timber heightens the risk of tiger 

attacks on people. 

 

Effects of Climate Change 

One of the world’s largest tiger populations is found in the Sundarbans—a large mangrove forest area shared 

by India and Bangladesh on the northern coast of the Indian Ocean. This area harbours Bengal tigers and 

protects coastal regions from storm surges and wind damage. However, rising sea levels caused by climate 

change threaten to wipe out these forests and the last remaining habitat of this tiger population. According to 
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a WWF study, without mitigation efforts, projected sea level rise about a foot by 2070 could destroy nearly the 

entire Sundarbans tiger habitat. 

 

Poaching and Illegal Wildlife Trade 

Every part of the tiger from whisker to tail is traded in illegal wildlife markets. Poaching is the most immediate 

threat to wild tigers. In relentless demand, their parts are used for traditional medicine, folk remedies and 

increasingly as status symbols among some Asian cultures. There are usually limited resources for guarding 

protected areas in the countries where tigers live. Even countries with strong enforcement of tiger protection 

laws fight a never ending battle against poaching. In Indochina and China, poaching is so pervasive that 

thousands of forest acres stand empty of tigers 

 

OVERVIEW OF TIGERS IN CRISIS 

 

Of the original nine subspecies of tigers, three have become extinct in the last 80 years; an average of one 

every 20 years. It has been predicted all tigers may become extinct in the wild within the next decade. 

Poaching, habitat loss and fragmentation have reduced the global population of tigers from over 100,000 in 

the 1900′s, to less than 4,000 in the 1970′s. Today, four of the remaining subspecies of tigers are considered 

endangered by the IUCN, while two of the subspecies are considered “critically” endangered. The total number 

of all the wild populations of the six remaining subspecies of tigers (Bengal, Indochinese, Malayan, Siberian, 

South China, and Sumatran) is estimated to be between 3,000 – 3,600 tigers. 

 

REMAINING TIGER SUBSPECIES: 

 

Bengal tigers (Panthera tigris tigris) are the most numerous tiger subspecies with its remaining wild 

populations estimated at around 2,500. The Bengal tiger roams a wide range of habitats including high 

altitudes, tropical and subtropical rainforests, mangroves, and grasslands. They are primarily found in parts of 

India, Nepal, Bhutan and Bangladesh. Bengal tigers are sometimes called Indian tigers and account for over 

half of all tigers remaining in the wild. Poaching for tiger parts is their major threat. The Bengal tiger is 

classified as endangered by the IUCN. 

 

Indochinese tigers (Panthera tigris corbetti) are located in Thailand, Cambodia, China, Lao PDR, Myanmar and 

Vietnam. The population of this subspecies had fallen by more than 70 percent in slightly more than a decade, 

and the total population of Indochinese tigers is estimated at fewer than 300 individuals. However, due to 

restricted access to areas where the Indochinese tiger lives, little is known about their population status. 

Human development, such as road construction is fragmenting habitats. And decades of poaching has also 

contributed to their rapid decline. The Indochinese tiger is classified as endangered by the IUCN. 

 

Malayan tigers (Panthera tigris jacksoni) are found only on the Malay Peninsula and in the southern tip of 

Thailand. They were recently recognized as a new subspecies closely related to –but being genetically distinct- 

from the Indochinese tiger. Habitat fragmentation due to development projects and agriculture, along with 

commercial poaching are serious threats to the remaining 500 Malayan tigers. In Malaysia there is a very 

active market for tiger meat and manufactured tiger bone medicines. The Malayan tiger is classified as 

endangered by the IUCN. 

 

 Siberian tigers or Amur tigers (Panthera tigris altaica) are found mainly in the Sikhote Alin mountain region 

and the southwest Primorye province in the Russian Far East. It is estimated there are around 300 Siberian 

tigers in this region with small pockets of Siberian tigers in China and North Korea. The primary threats to the 

survival of Siberian tigers are poaching and habitat loss from intensive logging and development.  The Siberian 

Tiger is classified as endangered by the IUCN. 

 

South China tigers (Panthera tigris amoyensis) are the smallest of all the tiger subspecies; it is also the most 

critically endangered. Little is known about their exact numbers in the wild, but some estimates would put the 

number at under 20 tigers. Others would say that estimate is high and that the South China tiger is extinct in 



the wild. The reality is that no South China tiger has been seen in the wild for the last 20 years. The South 

China tiger was native to the provinces of Fujian, Guangdong, Hunan, Jiangxi in southern China. However now, 

the less than 100 South China tigers that remain on the face of the earth, are found only in Chinese zoos. The 

South China tiger is classified as critically endangered by the IUCN. 

 

Sumatran tigers (Panthera tigris sumatrae) are found only on the Indonesian island of Sumatra off the 

Malaysian Peninsula. Their habitat ranges from lowland forest to mountain forest and includes evergreen, 

swamp and tropical rain forests. It is estimated that only between 500-600 Sumatran tigers remain in the wild, 

and the actual number may be as low as 400. The major threats to Sumatran tigers are habitat loss due to 

expansion of palm oil plantations, the planting of acacia plantations and illegal trade for tiger parts and 

products. The Sumatran tiger is classified as critically endangered by the IUCN. 

 

Bali tiger — extinct in the 1930s 
 
Caspian tiger — extinct in the 1970s 
 
Javan tiger — extinct in the 1980s 


